
Polka Dot Pinwheels  

Finished Size:  Approximately 42.5” x 48.5” 

Fabric Requirements: 

1/8 yd. each of seven different fabrics for the pinwheels 

3/4 yd. of white/ background fabric for the pinwheels 

1-1/4 yds. of fabric for alternate blocks and outside border 

2/3 yd of fabric for narrow inner border and binding 

Special Tools Used: 

Easy Angle Ruler 

 

Instructions: 

1. Cut a 3-1/2” strip from each of the seven different pinwheel fabrics. 

2. Use the EZ Angle ruler to cut 12 triangles from each of the seven 3-1/2” strips. (Line up the 3-1/2 marked line 

with the cut edge of the strip.)  Leave the strips folded in half and cut 2 triangles at once.  For even faster cutting 

stack strips and cut multiple triangles at once.  Be sure the cut edges are lined up if you choose to do this.  (See 

figure 1 & 2) 

                                    

Figure 1         Figure 2 

3. From the white/background fabric, cut six 3-1/2” strips. 

4. From the white strips cut 84 triangles using the EZ Angle ruler.  (You should get at least 16 triangles from each 

strip and you may get a few more. 
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5. With right sides together, sew a white triangle to each of the colored triangles (stitching on the long side)  This 

makes 84 half square triangle units.  (See figure 3). 

 

 

 

Figure 3 

6. Press seam away from the white triangle. 

7. Stitch half square units from step 5 into pairs (see figure 4), having the same pinwheel fabric in each pair.  There 

will be 42 of these units.  

 

Figure 4 

8. Press the seam toward the colored pinwheel fabric. 

9. Match the pairs (having the same pinwheel fabric in both units) and stitch together to form pinwheel (See figure 

5).  The seams from the previous step should be pressed in opposite directions so they interlock.   

 

Figure 5 

10. Press seams.   

11. At this point the block should measure 6-1/2”.  If it doesn’t, note the measurement of your block. 

12. Cut twenty-one squares from the alternate block/outside border fabric.  These blocks should be the same 

measurement as the pinwheel blocks. (Assuming your pinwheel is 6-1/2”, cut four 6-1/2” strips and then cut six 

6-1/2” squares from three of the strips and three 6-1/2” squares from the remaining strip.) 
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13. Arrange the blocks, alternating a pinwheel block with the plain block.  When satisfied with the arrangement, 

stitch together in seven rows of 6 blocks per row.  See picture of quilt at beginning of pattern. 

14. Press seams toward the plain blocks. 

15. Sew rows together to form center of quilt. 

16. Press seams. 

17. Cut four 1” strips of the inner border/binding fabric. 

18. Measure the length of the quilt and cut two of the strips from step 17 that length.   

19. Sew the two strips from step 18 to the sides of the quilt.   

20. Press the seams toward the border. 

21. Measure the width of the quilt and cut the remaining two strips from step 17 to that measurement. 

22. Sew the two strips cut in step 21 to the top and bottom of the quilt. 

23. Press the seams toward the border. 

24. Cut strips 3-1/4” wide from the outer border fabric.  I was able to get the borders from the width of the fabric 

for the sample (4 strips).  However if your quilt finished at a different size or the fabric is a different width you 

may need to cut 5 strips and piece the border. 

25. Measure the length of the quilt (preferably through the center of the quilt not on the edge).  Cut two of the 

strips from step 24 that measurement.   

26. Sew these strips to the sides of the quilt. 

27. Press the seams toward the outside border 

28. Measure the width of the quilt (preferably through the center not the outside edges).  Cut the remaining two 

border strips from step 24 that measurement. 

29. Sew these strips to the top and bottom of the quilt. 

30. Press the seams toward the outside border. 

31. Quilt top is finished.  Layer with batting and backing and quilt as desired. 

32. Cut six 2-1/2” (some people prefer 2-1/4”) strips from the binding fabric and piece to get necessary length.  Bind 

with your preferred method. 

 

©Sonya Chinn 2014 – This pattern may be copied and shared, but may not be sold. 

 

 


