
Outhouse Block 



From the background 
fabric, cut one strip        
1-1/2” wide by the 
width of the fabric. 



Rather than Cutting each 
individual piece, I like to 
cut in groups.  For 
instance, pieces C and D 
combined are 10”, so I 
cut the 10” piece. 



Then because I’m right handed, I 
move the ruler to the left (to the right 
if you are left handed) and measure 
the 5-1/2” piece and cut which gives 
me both the 5-1/2” piece and the 4-
1/2” piece.   

 

A couple advantages to this method 
are  -- 

 

-- It is usually longer before the strip 
you are cutting from gets crooked 

--It isn’t necessary to lift cut pieces 
out of the way to see to cut the next 
piece.   

 

This works really well if you are 
cutting multiples of one length.  For 
instance if you were cutting 2” 
squares, cut as long a piece as your 
ruler allows (the original length 
needs to be a multiple of two) then 
just keep moving the ruler 2” to the 
left for every cut. 

I cut 3 strips from the original strip: 
-- 6” then sub cut by cutting off 3-1/2” 
-- 10” then sub cut by cutting off 5-1/2” 
-- 14” then sub cut by cutting of 7-1/2” 



From the wine fabric cut 
a 2-1/2” square 



From the light purple 
cut a strip 1-1/2” x 8” 



Sub cut by cutting off a 
4-1/2” piece. 



From the dark purple 
cut a strip 1-1/2” by 12”. 

 

Sub cut by cutting off 6-
1/2”. 



From dark blue cut a 
piece 1-1/2” x 16” 

Sub cut by cutting off 8-
1/2” 



These are all the pieces 
necessary for the log 
cabin block. 



Stitch the shortest 
background strip to one 
side of the wine square.  
Finger press toward the 
background strip. 



Working clockwise 
around the square, add 
the next shortest 
background strip to the 
unit.  Finger press 
toward the newest piece. 

 

If pieces do not line up 
exactly as pieces are 
added, trim carefully to 
make the edge even, 
prior to adding the next 
strip. 



Continuing clockwise, 
add the shortest light 
purple strip. 

 

Finger press toward 
most recently added 
strip. 

 



Add the second light 
purple strip.  Finger 
press toward the 
outside. 



Continue clockwise 
around the block.  Each 
time adding the shortest 
strip remaining and 
finger pressing toward 
the strip that was just 
added. 











Once the block is 
finished, press well. 



The fabric for the sun is 
much lighter then the 
strips of the log cabin 
block on which it will be 
fused.   To reduce 
shadow through, fuse a 
light weight interfacing 
to the wrong side of the 
fabric prior to adding 
fusible web. 



Apply the fusible web 
over the interfacing, then 
proceed as usual. 



Even with the 
interfacing the dark 
background shows 
through to some extent. 



For comparison’s sake, 
the sun on the left is 
backed with fusible 
interfacing, and the one 
on the right has only the 
fusible web. 



Most of the time, I 
“build” my appliques up 
on an applique pressing 
sheet, but sometimes 
there are enough pieces 
overlapping that I can’t 
see to do that.  The 
outhouse is a good 
example.  The boards are 
over a background piece 
so the lines don’t show.  
An overlay was my 
answer.  I used 
parchment paper and 
arranged the boards 
under it.  (Tracing Paper 
would be another 
option.) 

Parchment Paper Pro – can press it with an iron 
Parchment Paper Con – less transparent than one would like. 



Another  option would 
be to make an overlay 
with clear vinyl.  Use a 
ball point pen, not a 
permanent marker (like 
a Sharpie), the 
permanent marker will 
smear. 



Pro to clear vinyl overlay – can see 
through it clearly. 

 

Con to clear vinyl overlay – can’t 
press over it. 



If positioning the 
separate planks sounds 
like too much work, 
consider creating the 
walls with one 
interesting piece of 
fabric.  For the pattern it 
is necessary to reverse 
the layout picture.  I 
used mirror image on 
my printer.  Usually it is 
possible to trace from 
the wrong side of a 
pattern, but since this 
pattern has printing on 
both sides it would be 
more difficult. 



Trace onto paper backed 
fusible web. 



After cutting out the 
moon it would be 
necessary to add a 
background fabric 
behind it.  

 

I just scored the paper to 
remove it from around 
the moon. 

 

The paper could be 
removed completely and 
the background added 
over an applique 
pressing sheet. 



Fuse the background 
fabric over the moon. 



This is a rough 
representation of the 
solid piece outhouse.  
The black lines are 
probably where I would 
add some sort of top 
stitching or embroidery. 


