Snowmen A to Zzz Alternate Border
Fabric Requirements
Scraps from background fabric (I bought four different 7/8 yd. cuts for the embroidery background and
was able to get all the background pieces for the embroidery as well as for the pieced bocks from that
amount. I did not cut the embroidery backgrounds as large as the pattern specified.)
Inside border (blue in my quilt) – 1/2 yd is enough, but doesn’t allow much extra
Star Points (red in my quilt) – 2/3 yd is enough, but again doesn’t include much extra

Block A

Block B

Blocks finish at 8-1/4” square and the border requires 22 of block A and 4 of block B.
The Tri-Recs tool is used to cut all triangle pieces, except the blue corner of block B which used the Easy
Angle Tool (which is optional depending upon fabric choice).
From the background fabric cut 3-1/4” strips. There isn’t a
definite number since scraps are being used. From those 3-1/2”
strips, cut fifty-six 3-1/4” squares. Using the Tri portion of the TriRecs tool cut eighty-two triangles also from the 3-1/4”
background strips. The top of the tool will line up with one edge
of the fabric strip and the 3” line will line up with the other edge
of the strip. See fig. 1.

Figure 1

From the inside border fabric cut five 3-1/4” strips. From
those strips, cut forty-four 3-1/4” squares; twenty-two
triangles using the Tri portion of the Tri-Recs set. (Exactly
the same as in fig. 1; and eight half square triangles using
the Easy angle tool. (Note if inside border fabric is not a
strip or directional, the eight half square triangles can be
replaced with four 3-1/4” squares.) Either the cut off tip
of the Easy Angle or the bottom of the blacked out tip will
line up with one edge of the strip and the 3-1/4” marking
(which is not numbered) will line up with the other edge.
See Figure 2.
Figure 2

From the star point fabric cut seven 3-1/4” strips. The
strips must be folded so that either the right sides are
together or the wrong sides are together. The triangles
cut with the Recs portion of the Tri-Recs tool need to be
cut in pairs and because either the wrong sides of the
fabric or the right sides of the fabric are together, each
pair with have a set of mirror imaged triangles. Using the
Recs portion of the Tri-Recs set, cut 104 pairs of triangles
from the 3-1/4” strips for a total of 208 triangles. Half of
the triangles will face one direction and the remaining
half the other. The top of the Recs tool will line up with
one edge of the strip and the dotted 3-1/4” line (not
numbered but falls between 3” and 3-1/2”) will line up
Figure 3

with the other edge of the strip. See Figure 3.

The Recs tool has one corner at the top cut at an angle. It is
important to cut this small piece when cutting these triangles. See
Figure 4.

Figure 4

Now that all the pieces have been cut out it is time to
put the Tri-Recs units together. It can be somewhat
confusing determining which triangle goes where. So
it is helpful to lay the unit out prior to sewing. See
Figure 5. Notice the cut off tip of the Tri unit is at the
opposite side as the cut off points of the Recs units.

Figure 5

At this point it becomes clear why it was so important
to cut off the small angle at the top of the Recs units.
The long edges of the triangles match, and the cut off
tip of the Recs unit matches up to the bottom of the
Tri unit. See bottom left corner of Figure 6.
Stitch the long edges together with an accurate ¼”
seam allowance.

Figure 6

Gently press the seam allowance toward the
Be careful because there are still a lot of bias
pressing at this point is perfectly fine.

star point fabric.
edges. Finger

Figure 7

Match the remaining Recs triangle to the other side of
the Tri unit. The bottoms will match the same as
before and this time the top points of the Recs unit
will match up with the point of the previous Recs unit.
Sew with an accurate ¼” seam allowance and press

Figure 8

seam toward the star point fabric. There are no longer any bias edges so it is an ideal time for the iron.

Option – If you are using a directional print/stripe for the inner border,
match the eight half square triangles together in pairs (pay attention to
which way you want the stripes/print to go.) and stitch on the longest
edge of the triangle. Press the seam to one side.

All the sub units are now together. Put them together in rows to create the blocks shown at the
beginning of the handout. Then sew the rows together.

Warning this border will only work if the embroidered blocks were enlarged – the final cutting for the
embroidered blocks should be as follows:
Block A – 25-1/4” x 8-3/4”
Block E/F, K/L, M/S, T/U/V – 17” x 8-3/4”
All remaining blocks -- 8-3/4” x 8-3/4”

