
Trees 



 From background fabric, 
cut a strip 5-1/8”. 



 From 5-1/8” strip cut four 
half square triangles 
using the Easy Angle or 
the Omnigrid Half 
Square triangle ruler. The 
long side of the strip will 
line up parallel between 
two lines on the ruler 



 Again from Background 
fabric cut a strip 3-3/8” 
wide. 



 From the 3-3/8” strip cut 
two half square triangles. 



 Cut two 1-3/4” squares 
from the background 
fabric. 



 For the small half square 
triangles I made them all 
at once, if you would 
prefer to use the Easy 
Angle cut strips at 2-1/4 
and cut 14 half square 
triangles.  Otherwise cut 
a strip 4-3/4”. 



 From that strip cut a 
rectangle that is 9” long. 



 From green fabric cut a 
strip 4-3/8” wide 



 Using either the Easy 
Angle or the Omnigrid 
Half Square Triangle 
ruler cut one triangle 
from the strip. The long 
edge of the strip will fall 
between lines, just keep 
it parallel between two 
lines. 



 Also from the green 
fabric cut a strip 1-3/4” x 
5-3/4” 



 If you choose to use the 
Easy Angle to cut the 
small half square 
triangles, cut a strip 2-
1/4” wide and cut 14 
triangles, otherwise cut a 
rectangle of the green 
fabric 4-3/4” x 9”. 



 To determine the size of the squares in the grid, take the 
finished size of the half square triangle and add 7/8” (If you 
have issues with the units not being perfectly square add 1” 
or 1-1/8” instead of 7/8” and trim the half square units 
down to size after stitching. 

 To determine the size of the fabric rectangle, decide how 
many squares across and down are needed. (Each square in 
the grid will result in two half square triangle blocks.)  
Multiply the number of squares across by the square size 
and add ½”.  Multiply the number of squares down by the 
square size and add ½” for squares across. 

 Those two numbers will result in the length and width of 
the rectangle.   

 



 For the Trees block, fourteen half square triangle units 
are needed and they will finish at 1-1/4” square. 

 I chose to make the grid 2 squares high by 4 squares 
long, which will result in sixteen half square triangle 
units. 

 The math would look like this:  
 1-1/4 + 7/8 = 2-1/8 for the square size 
 (2-1/8 x 2)+1/2 =4-3/4 
 (2-1/8 x 4)+1/2=9 
 So the rectangle to make the half square units needs to 

be 4-3/4” x 9” 

 



 On the wrong side of the 
lighter 4-3/4” x9” 
rectangle draw a line ¼” 
away from the long edge. 



 Mark another line 
parallel to the first and 2-
1/8” away. 



 Repeat the last step again 
2-1/8” away.  If the last 
line isn’t exactly ¼” from 
the edge it is no big deal. 



 Now mark a line ¼” from 
one short edge. 



 Mark four more lines 
each 2-1/8” from the one 
before it.  The last line 
should be about ¼” from 
the edge, if it isn’t exact it 
doesn’t matter. 



 Next mark a diagonal 
line through each square 
in the grid. 

 Layer the background 
rectangle just marked 
right sides together with 
the green rectangle of 
the same size. 



 Stitch ¼” from one side 
of all the diagonal lines. 



 Then turn the piece and 
stitch ¼” away from the 
diagonal line on the 
other side. 



 After stitching, cut apart 
on all the long lines. 



 Now turn and cut on all 
the short straight lines. 



 Finally, cut apart on all of 
the diagonal lines.  



 There will be 3 or 4 
stitches across the point 
of the half square 
triangle unit. 



 Gently pull the 
background piece and 
the green piece of the 
triangle unit apart.  The 3 
or 4 stitches will just pop 
right out. 



 Press the seam toward 
the green triangle. 



 Lay out the pieces as they 
will be put together in 
the block. 



 Stitch the half square 
triangles and small 
background squares 
together in rows as shown.  
Press the seams in the 
short units opposite 
directions, and do the same 
for the long units – so they 
interlock when the two 
rows are sewn together. 



 Line up the half square 
triangles as shown with 
the stem/trunk  piece 
and stitch 



 Finger press the seams 
toward the green. 



 Find the centers of the 
large green half square 
triangle and the stem 
unit.  Match the centers 
and stitch.  Press the 
seam toward green 
triangle. 



 Using a square ruler, 
line up the 45° line 
with the center of 
the stem/trunk.  
When that is 
centered, also line 
up the 4-1/4” mark 
on both sides with 
the seam where the 
green and 
background meet. 
Then square  up the 
green corner. 



 Now turn the unit.  The 
45° line should still be 
centered in the 
stem/trunk.  Cut the 
whole unit down to 4-
1/4” 



 Stitch the two short rows 
of small half square 
triangles together into a 
unit and add them to the 
left side of the 
stem/trunk unit. Finger  
press toward the small 
half square units. 



 Combine the two longer 
rows of half square units 
together as shown and 
stitch to the right side of 
the stem/trunk unit. 



 Press toward the small 
half square triangle 
units. 



 Next add the large half 
square triangles to all 
four sides of the tree 
block. 



 I like to put on two 
opposite sides, and then 
add the final two sides.  
Find and match centers 
to align the triangles to 
the tree block.  After 
stitching press the seams 
toward the outside. 



 This is how the back of 
my block looks. 



 I shifted this block 
slightly to the right. 



 This block completes the 
second column so the 
first half of the quilt 
center can now be 
assembled. 


