
Cut fat quarter 
to the size 
needed for your 
binder cover. 
 
If you bought 
your binder at 
Ruth’s Stitchery 
all 
measurements 
will be for the 2” 
binder. 



Cut the 3 lining 
pieces according 
to the 
measurements 
in the pattern for 
your size binder. 



Cut a piece of 
batting the same 
size as the 
rectangle cut for 
the outside of the 
cover. 



Fold the two large 
inside rectangles in 
half – wrong sides 
together and short 
sides matching.  
 
Press, and set aside. 



Place the piece of 
batting on a cutting 
mat and layer the 
cover fabric on top of 
it with the right side 
up. 



Center binder cover over the 
outside fabric and batting and 
trim all four sides 1” from the 
edge of the binder.  Be careful 
to keep the binder in place. 
 
If you have a 1” wide ruler (or 
can find your 1” ruler) use that.  
Otherwise on the ends you can 
lay a narrow ruler on the 1” 
mark and trim.   



Where you can’t align the ruler, you can mark 1” 
from the binder and then trim – you could also mark 
all the way around and then trim. 



Now baste the cover fabric 
to the batting around the 
outside edge. 



Applique the 
hexagon motif of 
your choice to the 
front of the cover.   
 
I used pins to mark 
my 1” margin and 
where the binder 
folded so I could see 
to align my hexagon 
the way I wanted it. 
 



To applique you can use the whip stitch or the blanket 
stitch or another stitch of your choice. I chose to use an 
irregular blanket stitch and then out line with a small 
chain stitch. 



Once the applique is finished, center the binder over the cover (you can 
adjust slightly at this point if needed) and place pins to mark where the 
binder cover folds on the spine. 



Remove the binder cover 



Flip the cover 
over so the 
wrong side is up. 
 
Center the small 
inside rectangle 
over the pins as 
shown. 



Trim the excess 
fabric from the 
lining fabric even 
with the cover piece. 



I chose to add a pocket to the inside of the cover which is not included in 
the pattern.  I did it this way: 
 
Cut 2 strips the same width as you cut for the outside of the cover and 5” 
tall.  One piece will be the outside of the pocket and the other is the 
lining. 



I also cut one piece of fusible interfacing slightly smaller than the pocket 
strips and fused it to the wrong side of the lining piece. 



Place pocket piece and lining piece right sides together and stitch along the two 
short ends and one long edge being sure to catch the interfacing in the seam 



Clip corners to 
remove bulk. 



Turn the pocket piece right side out and press. 
 
Top stitch the long edge close to the edge of the fabric. 



Place the pocket piece 
over the lining. 
 
Align the long raw edge 
with the bottom of the 
lining and the short 
stitched edge with the 
fold. 



Pin the pocket in place 
and trim it even with 
the long raw edge of 
the lining. 



Top stitch the layers together on the short finished edge.  Baste along the 
raw edges on the bottom and on the other short side.  You can add 
additional stitching as shown on the left to create dividers or leave it as one 
large pocket.  
Note: the two sides of the lining need to be mirror images! 



Layer the lining pieces on the wrong side of the cover.  Leave the 
appropriate space between the two sides of the lining as specified 
in the pattern.   
 
Pin everything in place.  I like the flower head pins because the are 
flat and don’t cause issues when cutting with a ruler and rotary 
cutter. 



Flip the cover over so the right side is up. 



Trim the lining even with the cover. 



Center the binder over the inside of the cover.  The spine should be 
centered between the two sides of the lining. 



Mark all the way around the binder onto the cover. 



Remove the binder and stitch just outside the line just marked.  About 1/16” 
on the top and bottom and about 1/8” on the two ends.  This can be a long 
basting stitch on your machine. 



Try the cover on 
the binder.  It 
should be snug, 
but not so tight 
that it is 
difficult to open 
the binder 
(which can 
cause the spine 
to break).  If 
needed adjust 
the stitching. 



Once you are satisfied with the fit, trim the seam allowance to ¼”. 



Bind, just as you would 
a quilt.  The pattern 
says you need about 60” 
of binding, but you 
really only need 2 strips 
the width of the fabric. 
 
When sewing the 
binding on by machine 
you want to be just 
barely inside your last 
stitching line, or plan to 
remove stitches from 
the previous step. 



I machine stitched 
the binding to the 
rightside of the 
cover and hand 
stitched it to the 
inside.  You could 
certainly machine 
stitch the whole 
thing if that is your 
preferred binding 
method. 


